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SUBJECT: JUNTA REGIONAL OF THE AZORES 
REF: PONTA DELGADA 0440 

1. SUMMARY: THE JUNTA REGIONAL OF THE AZORES WAS CREATED IN 
AUGUST WITH UNDEFINED POWERS. SINCE THEN IT HAS EVOLVED INTO 
A POPULAR AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. CREATION: THE JUNTA WAS CREATED BY DECREE LAW ON AUGUST 21 
TO SERVE AS A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT AND WAS CHARGED INTER 
ALIA WITH WRITING A STATUTE OF AUTONOMY FOR THE AZORES, I.E. 

A TYPE OF CONSTITUTION FOR AN AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. 

THE DECREE LAW WAS VAGUE, DID NOT GRANT THE JUNTA MANY POWERS 
AND MADE IT DEPENDENT DIRECTLY ON THE PRIME MINISTER. THE 
JUNTA IS COMPOSED OF SEVEN PEOPLE, A PRESIDENT, THE MILITARY 
GOVERNOR OF THE AZORES. AND SIX MEMBERS, TWO FROM EACH OF 
THE THREE DISTRICTS OF THE AZORES. GENERAL MAGALHAES THE 
MILITARY GOVERNOR OF THE AZORES, ON THE BASIS OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
MADE BY THE POLITICAL PARTIES AND OTHERS PICKED THE SIX MEMBERS 
GIVING THE PPD FOUR SEATS AND THE PS TWO, ROUGHLY IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH THE ELECTION RESULTS. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT 
THE FIRST CHOICES DID NOT ALL ACCEPT TO SERVE IN THE JUNTA. 
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EACH OF THE SIX MEMBERS IS IN CHARGE OF SEVERAL SECTORS OF 
GOVERNMENT DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THE INTERESTS AND EXPER- 
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IENCES OF THE MEN CHOSEN. 

3. MEMBERS: 

A. PRESIDENT: GEN. ALTINO PINTO DE MAGAHLAES, WHO IS FROM 
TRAS OS MONTES. FIRST CAME TO THE AZORES AS A YOUNG OFFICER. 

HE BECAME MILITARY GOVERNOR IN JAN 1975 AND HAS PLAYED A MAJOR 
POLITICAL ROLE SINCE THE JUNE 6 DEMONSTRATIONS. HE IS STRONGLY 
ANTI-COMMUNIST AND A MODERATE WHO SYMPATHIZES WITH AZOREAN 
ASPIRATIONS FOR AUTONOMY BUT OPPOSES INDEPENDENCE. THE GENERAL 
PRIDES HIMSELF ON HIS NEGOTIATING ABILITY AND CHARMS MOST OF 
THOSE WHO TALK WITH HIM WITH HIS SIMPLICITY AND CORDIALITY. 

ALTHOUGH NOT EVERYONE AGREES WITH HIS VIEWS HE IS WIDELY 
RESPECTED FOR HIS INTEGRITY AND HARD WORK. 

B. DR. ANTONIO DE ALBUQUERQUE JACOME CORREIA. NOMINATED 
BY PPD OF PONTA DELGADA DISTRICT, IN CHARGE OF AGRICULTURE, 

FISHING AND INDUSTRY. DR. JACOME CORREIA, WHO WAS RECENTLY 
ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT OF THE JUNTA. IS A VETERINARY DOCTOR 
WITH TIES TO THE ESTABLISHMENT ON SAO MIGUEL. HE IS A POLIT- 
ICAL INDEPENDENT WHOSE POSITION IS SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE 
CDS AND PPD. SOME FROM OTHER ISLANDS CRITICIZE HIM FOR THINK- 
ING ONLY IN TERMS OF SAO MIGUEL. 

C. DR. HENRIQUE DE AGUIAR OLIVEIRA RODRIGUES, PPD MEMBER 
FROM PONTA DELGADA IN CHARGE OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS, HEALTH, LABOR 
AND EMIGRATION. DR. AGUIAR IS A CARDIOLOGIST IN HIS LATE 
THIRTIES WHO IS SACRIFICING HIS PRACTICE TO SERVE ON THE JUNTA. 

IN CONTRAST TO DR. JACOME CORREIA, HE HAS AN AZOREAN- WIDE 
PERSPECTIVE OF PROBLEMS. 

D. DR. JOSE ADRIANO BORGES DE CARVALHO, PPD MEMBER FROM 
ANGRA DISTRICT IN CHARGE OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC COORDINATION. 

JOSE ADRIANO HAS ANNOUNCED HIS RESIGNATION FROM THE JUNTA, A FACT 
WHICH MOST ATTRIBUTE TO IMMATURITY (HE IS 24) AND PERSONALITY 
PROBLEMS. THE PPD OF ANGRA WILL NOMINATE A REPLACEMENT. 

E. ENG. LEONILDO GARCIA VARGAS, PS MEMBER FROM ANGRA DISTRICT 
IN CHARGE OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION, PERSONNEL AND ENVIRONMENT. 
VARGAS, AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, IS CONSIDERED A CAPABLE TECH- 
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NICIAN AND A QUIET MAN WHO DOES NOT PUSH THE SOCIALIST POSITION. 

F. JOSE PACHECO DE ALMEIDA - PPD MEMBER FROM HORTA IN CHARGE 

OF TOURISM, COMMERCE, TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS. ALMEIDA, 
LARGELY SELFMADE, HAS A REPUTATION IN HIS NATIVE FAIAL OF 
BEING A FIGHTER. HE HAS WORKED IN THE PAST WITH EARLY ATTEMPTS 
AT ARCHIPELAGO- WIDE ECONOMIC PLANNING. 

G. JOSE MARTENS GOULART - PS MEMBER FROM HORTA IN CHARGE 
OF EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION, CULTURE AND SOCIAL 
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COMMUNICATION. TWENTY SEVEN YEAR OLD GOULART, WHO HAS SPENT 
SEVEN YEARS IN US UNIVERSITIES STUDYING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
IS THE SPOKEWMAN FOR THE SOCIALISTS ON THE IUNTA. HE IS 
CONTROVERSIAL AND ADMITS TO BEING EXCITABLE AND A POOR POLITICIAN. 

4. HOW IT OPERATES: THE DECREE ESTABLISHING THE IUNTA SAYS 
IT HAS WHATEVER POWER THE GOP DELEGATES TO IT, BUT IN FACT 
THE JUNTA FROM THE BEGINNING HAS ASSUMED MORE AND MORE RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE AZORES. AS ONE MEMBER 
DESCIRBED IT. THE JUNTA CONSULTS WITH THE GOP WHEN THE GOP 
IS COOPERATIVE, OTHERWISE THE JUNTA DECIDES AND THEN INFORMS 
LISBON. THE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE JUNTA HAVE GRADUALLY 
TAKEN OVER THE DAY TO DAY MANAGEMENT OF THEIR SECTORS OF 
GOVERNMENT FROM THE JUNTA GERAIS OF EACH DISTRICT, WHICH 
PREVIOUSLY DEALT DIRECTLY WITH LISBON. IN ADDITION THE JUNTA 
HOLDS SEVERAL MEETINGS A WEEK TO DISCUSS POLICY AND PROBLEMS 
THAT REQUIRE GENERAL ATTENTION. AS THE JUNTA HAS EVOLVED INTO 
A REGIONAL GOVERNMENT, ONE SERIOUS PROBLEM HAS BECOME OBVIOUS, 
THE JUNTA HAS NEITHER THE STAFF NOR FACILITIES TO OPERATE 
PROPERLY. EACH JUNTA MEMBER HAS AN ASSISTANT WHICH SHARES 
AN OFFICE WITH THE MEMBER. IN ADDITION THERE IS SOME SECRET- 
ARIAL ASSISTANCE. ALL THE MEMBERS STATE THEY DO NOT HAVE 
THE TIME TO ADEQUATELY STUDY THE PROBLEMS BROUGHT TO THEM 
TO RESOLVE AND MUST MAKE SNAP DECISIONS. THEY ARE TRYING 
TO FIND QUALIFIED PEOPLE TO SERVE AS "SECRETARIES OF STATE" 

FOR EACH OF THE SECTORS OF GOVERNMENT FOR WHICH THEY HAVE 
RESPONSIBILITY, THUS ALLOWING THE JUNTA MEMBERS TO CONCENTRATE 
ON POLICY. 

4. RESOURCES: THE GOP GAVE THE JUNTA FOUR MILLION DOLLARS IN 
ADDITION TO THE MONEY ALREADY ALLOCATRD TO THE AZORES, WHICH 
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THE JUNTA IS USING FOR A VARIETY OF PROJECTS, THE MOST SPECT- 
ACULAR OF WHICH HAS BEEN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIVERSITY 
IN THE AZORES. 

5. AUTONOMY: IT IS CLEAR THAT THE JUNTA CONSIDERS ITSELF AN 
AUTONOSOUS GOVERNMENT. PERHAPS THE BEST ILLUSTRATION IS THAT 
GOULART TOLD US THAT WHEN THE JUNTA DRAFTED ITS NOVEMBER 15 
STATEMENT IT CAREFULLY REJECTED ANY LANGUAGE WHICH INDICATED 
THE JUNTA WAS SUBJECT TO THE GOP. THE GRANT OF MINISTERIAL 
POWERS (SEE REFTEL), EXPECTED ANY DAY, WILL COMPLETE ITS 
EVOLUTION INTO AN AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT. 

6. COMMENT: THE JUNTA REGIONAL OF THE AZORES IS THE FIRST 
ARCHIPELAGO- WIDE GOVERNMENT IN THE AZORES. IT IS TRYING TO 
CHART NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE AZORES WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
DEALING WITH THE DAY TO DAY DETAILS OF GOVERNMENT. AFTER 
INITIAL PUBLIC SKEPTICISM IT HAS GAINED WIDE SUPPORT, PAR- 
TICULARLY AFTER THE STRONG STAND IT TOOK NOVEMBER 15. 
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